CHAPTER.  XI

THE  ROMAN  QUESTION

THE Hampden controversy had contributed to bring
to the front a question, which from the first starting
of the Tracts had made itself felt, but which now
became a pressing one. If the Church of England
claimed to be part of the Catholic Church, what was
the answer of the Church of England to the claims
and charges of the Church of Rome ? What were the
true distinctions between the doctrines of the two
Churches on the great points on which they were
supposed to be at issue? The vague outcry of
Popery had of course been raised both against the
general doctrine of the Church, enforced in the Tracts,
and against special doctrines and modes of speaking,
popularly identified with Romanism; and the answer
had been an appeal to the authority of the most
learned and authoritative of our writers. But, of
course, to the general public this learning was new;
and the cry went on with a dreary and stupid mono-
tony. But the charges against Dr. Hampden led his